
AMHS Honors World
Literature

Grade 10
Summer Artwork Explication

& Literature Connection

This assignment is worth 25 points.



Throughout the year we will deepen our literary connections and conversations by incorporating a variety of relevant
artwork. In anticipation, we have included this assignment and look forward to your creative thoughts! Complete this
assignment after you have finished reading Life of Pi & your 3 interactive notebooks.

Directions:
1) Read the artist biographies and information about each of the following works. You are welcome to do additional
research on your artwork.

2) Take time to examine the artworks closely, paying attention to how the experience of viewing them makes you feel
(curious, sad, inspired, bothered, confused, angry etc.) and begin to figure out what about the painting makes you feel
that particular emotion. It might help to share this experience and talk through the experience of viewing.

3) Choose a single work of art and think about how it could connect thematically to Life of Pi by Yann Martel. Potential
theme topics are found on page 3.

4) On a single sheet of plain white paper, sketch the artwork. Focus on large and small details you consider possibly
important. An example of a sketch is on page 4. Note: you are NOT graded on the quality of your drawing or your art
skills. The sketch is an opportunity for you to slow down and hone in on the details of the artwork that seem important
to you. Grading is based on attention to detail, not artistic ability. Identify specific parts in the painting and describe
each piece. What do they mean? As you sketch significant aspects of the painting, take note of color, size, placement
(where it is in the visual), attitude (does it seem to add to the tone/attitude in some way?), orientation (where is it in
regard to other objects in the piece?). (10 points)

5) Write a single, well-developed paragraph explaining how you connected your chosen artwork (thematically) to the
novel. You ARE graded on how well you write, so take the time to write a cogent and well-planned paragraph. Also be
sure to proofread your work carefully. Follow MLA guidelines (header, double space, Times New Roman size 12, properly
cited evidence - if used). (15 points)



Guide to Artwork Analysis

As you analyze the following works, use the following guide to help deconstruct the piece for greater insight. You will
note that it is similar to the same process that we use when analyzing literature.

● (Diction) Look at the title of the work. Think in terms of denotative and connotative meanings of the words
chosen. How might this relate back to the work as a whole?

● (Characterization) Think about how the figures are used to establish indirect characterization. How do the figures
looks and/or dress? What interaction is occurring within the work? Is there implied movement in the work and, if
so (or if not), does this, in any way, inform you about the figure(s)?

● (Imagery) Is the work dominated by warm or cool colors? Describe the location of the dark and light areas.
Overall do the colors and light establish a positive or negative tone?

● (Symbolism) What are the possible symbolic meanings of elements within the piece? How do these elements work
together to establish the overall meaning of the work?

● (Tone) Using what you have discovered through an analysis of characters and symbols, what might be the artist’s
attitude toward the subject of this work?

● (Plot) “A picture is worth a thousand words.” Painting, photography, sculpture and other artistic media operate in
spatial terms. Rather than having to read a text word-by-word, the viewer needs only to look at the work to
“read” the image. Historically, artists aimed to create pieces that structured a pattern of events which collectively
told a story in a single glance. A good example of this is Michelangelo’s story of Genesis painted entirely on the
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. Such historic works were often commissioned and then created with the purpose of
conveying a specific narrative or lesson for the viewer. HOWEVER, it is important to realize that not all artworks
seek to tell a specific story...

Possible Themes Topics* in Life of Pi
Belief in God / Faith
The Primacy of Survival
Importance of Storytelling
The Definition of Freedom
The Relativity of Truth
Science and Religion
Loss of Innocence
*Note: Theme topics are not the same as theme statements



Sketch example: The “Mona Lisa” by Leonardo Da Vinci



�e Persistence of Memory Salvador Dali, 1931

Salvador Dalí (1904-1989) is best known for the striking and bizarre images in his surrealist work. His
painterly skills are often attributed to the influence of Renaissance masters. His best-known work, �e
Persistence of Memory, was completed in August 1931. Dalí had o�cially joined the Surrealists in 1929,
and remained intensely interested in the idea of subconscious art. Surrealism focused on the
unconscious mind. Dali wanted to capture inner visions, fantasies, and nightmares juxtaposing familiar
objects with unfamiliar objects and depicting irrational and bizarre scenes that defy common sense.



Rams Head With Hollyhock and Little Hills Georgia O'Kee�e, 1935

Georgia O’Kee�e (1887-1986) is one of the most significant artists of the 20th century, renowned for her
contribution to modern art. The stark beauty, unusual architecture, and unique light of the American
Southwest inspired her. In 1917, O’Kee�e traveled through New Mexico- this is where she initially fell in love
with the desert landscape. In 1929, during her second visit to New Mexico, O'Kee�e spent the summer at Taos.
The brightness of the southern light lent a remarkable clarity to the desert landscape, revealing its forms with
a directness that was in sympathy with the artist's own aesthetic. In New Mexico "half your work is done for
you", she remarked. In 1949, captivated by the landscape and culture, she settled there permanently. She was
inspired by the simplest of subjects but her depiction of these objects was anything but mundane. Her enlarged
views of flowers, trees, shells, rocks, bones, and crosses are emblematic of her embrace of the genre.



�e Gulf Stream Winslow Homer, 1899

Winslow Homer (1836–1910) was an American landscape painter and printmaker, best known for his
marine subjects. He is considered one of the foremost painters in 19th-century America and a
preeminent figure in American art. Homer was a frequent visitor of Nassau and Florida in 1898- often
passing through the Gulf Stream. In 1889, when Homer painted “The Gulf Stream”, It is suggested that
the painting was an understanding or synopsis of his lifetime of experience, deepened by adversity,
and the recognition of his own mortality, combined with memories and reflections. There is reference
to aesthetic realism depicted in the painting, because as Homer separates the good from evil, he also
joins them.



Raft of the Medusa Théodore Géricault, 1819

Theodore Gericault (1791-1824) was privately wealthy so he did not need commissions to survive as an artist. This also
meant that he was able to paint subjects that appealed to him personally. Gericault’s painting, Raft of the Medusa broke
new ground by taking art into the controversial realm of political protest. It portrays on a heroic scale the moment when
the survivors of the wrecked ship see the sail of the vessel that will save them. They had been abandoned by their
captain, and their story scandalized the French nation. The incident was seen as a metaphor for corruption in France
after the fall of Napoleon. �e Raft of the Medusa—a major work in French 19th-century painting—is generally regarded
as an icon of Romanticism. The pallid bodies are given cruel emphasis- some writhe in the elation of hope, while others
are unaware of the passing ship. The latter include two figures of despair and solitude: one mourning his son, the other
bewailing his own fate. These figures reflect the Romantic inspiration that fueled the work.

https://www.artsy.net/artist/theodore-gericault


Christina’s World Andrew Wyeth

Andrew Wyeth (1917-2009) was a visual artist, primarily a realist painter, working predominantly in a
regionalist style. He was one of the best-known U.S. artists of the middle 20th century. The work Christina’s
World is set in the stark landscape of coastal Maine and depicts a young woman seen from behind, wearing a
pink dress and lying in a grassy field. Although she appears to be in a position of repose, her torso, propped on
her arms, is strangely alert; her silhouette is tense, almost frozen, giving the impression that she is fixed to the
ground. She stares at a distant farmhouse and a group of outbuildings, ancient and grayed in harmony with the
dry grass and overcast sky.
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